
Our first event for the year, Meet and Greet, was well-
received by those of you who attended.  The function
started off with a Procession with the statue of Our
Lady, with candles singing Konkani hymns.  At the
entrance Our lady was welcomed with incense.  A
short liturgical movement to “The Magnificat” was
presented which touched many.  Then came the
outstanding recital of the Litany in song and Latin.

After the ceremony, everyone enjoyed the chickpeas
and coconut and so many people commented on how
it all made them feel they were in Goa.  Everyone then
settled down to a lovely home-cooked meal of pilau
and pork curry or butter chicken with salad.  We then
had an outstanding performance by our young talent
group “GOAV Junior Band” directed by our renowned
music maestro, Josefato Vales.  We were all
astounded by such talent from these youngsters who
worked so hard over the weeks.

We enjoyed a round of Bingo and to end the function
our energetic dancers got on the floor to music and
singing by our own.  This was a great start to our
forthcoming functions.  Make sure to make every effort
to attend as we have great things planned for this year.

Pictures on next pages - courtesy of Tony Alvarez.
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